
2017 OPRA Awards of Excellence Winners 
 
 

Category 1: Capital Improvement Projects – Up to $1.0 Million 
1st Place ODNR Division of Parks and Watercraft  |  Whispering Cave Trail 
2nd Place Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks  |  Let the Children Play, It's Good for Them! 
3rd Place Columbus Recreation and Parks Department  |  Wilson Road Park and Trail Head 

 
Category 2: Capital Improvement Projects – $1.0 Million to $2.5 Million 
1st Place Geauga Park District  |  Nassau Astronomical Station 
2nd Place Metroparks Toledo  |  Chessie Circle Trail 
3rd Place Whitehall Parks & Recreation Department  |  Splashpad at John Bishop Park 

 
Category 3: Capital Improvement Projects – $2.5 Million and Up 
1st Place Columbus Recreation and Parks Department  |  Wyandot Lodge at McKnight Outdoor Educational Center 
2nd Place City of Upper Arlington  |  Northam Park Pool and Playground Improvements 
3rd Place Cleveland Metroparks  |  Edgewater Beach House 

 
Category 4: Programs – Special Event 
1st Place Five Rivers MetroParks  |  National Bike to Work Day Pancake Breakfast 
2nd Place Willoughby Parks & Recreation  |  Water Ready 
3rd Place Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District  |  The Best Dam Motorcycle Poker Run 

 
Category 5: Programs – Historical & Cultural Arts 
1st Place Miamisburg Parks and Recreation  |  Pro-ffiti 
2nd Place Metroparks Toledo  |  ZimSculpt 
3rd Place Columbus Recreation and Parks Department  |  Columbus Cultural Arts Center - Pasos de Arte 

 
Category 6: Programs – Environmental & Interpretive 
1st Place Summit Metro Parks  |  Summit Lake Nature Center 
2nd Place Kettering Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts  |  Kaleidoscope 
3rd Place Columbus Recreation and Parks Department  |  Columbus Pollinator Pathway 

 
Category 7: Programs – Health & Wellness 
1st Place Columbus Recreation and Parks Department  |  Go Lunch - Summer Food Program 
2nd Place Cincinnati Recreation Commission  |  Healthy Out-of-School Time Fun 
3rd Place Metroparks Toledo  |  Trail Challenge 

 
Category 8: Programs – Sports 
1st Place Columbus Recreation and Parks Department  |  Columbus Urban Lacrosse Summer Clinic 
2nd Place Miamisburg Parks and Recreation  |  MBSL 
3rd Place Cincinnati Recreation Commission  |  Queen City SWISH 

 
Category 9: Programs – Special Populations 
1st Place City of Middleburg Heights  |  Adapted Swim Program 
2nd Place City of Dublin  |  Dine About Town 
3rd Place Westerville Parks and Recreation Department  |  Adaptive Program Workshop 

 



Category 10: Programs – Recreation 
1st Place Metroparks Toledo  |  Kayaking 
2nd Place City of Dublin  |  Discovery Camp 
3rd Place Columbus Recreation and Parks Department  |  Columbus Playground Program 

 
Category 11: Law Enforcement 
1st Place City of Dublin  |  Community Safety Programs 
2nd Place Whitehall Parks & Recreation Department  |  Urban Park Ranger Program 
3rd Place Miamisburg Parks and Recreation  |  National Night Out 

 
Category 12: Natural Resources & Conservation 
1st Place Clark County Park District  |  Mad River Gorge & Nature Preserve 
2nd Place Bath Township  |  Tamarack Bog and Boardwalk 
3rd Place Metroparks Toledo  |  Reforestation at Fallen Timbers Battlefield 

 
Category 13: Marketing Innovation 
1st Place City of Dublin  |  Dublin Irish Festival SnapChat Campaign 
2nd Place Metroparks Toledo  |  Get Outside Yourself 
3rd Place Cleveland Metroparks  |  “Time to Celebrate" Centennial Marketing Campaign 

 
Category 14: Management Innovation 
1st Place Cincinnati Recreation Commission  |  Youth 2 Work 
2nd Place Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks  |  Columbus School Intern (CSI) Program 
3rd Place Westerville Parks and Recreation Department  |  Westerville Specialty License Plate 

 
Outstanding Youth Leadership  
Ellie Leonard, Metroparks Toledo 
 
Outstanding Citizen Leadership 
Anzora Adkins, Cincinnati Recreation Commission 
 
Youth Sports Coach of the Year  
Mark Coyer, Groveport Recreation Department 
 
Jack Hanna Resource Conservation  
Denis Franklin, Metroparks Toledo 
 
Harvey Woods Lifetime Achievement  
Kevin Haver, Johnny Appleseed Metro Park District 
 
Professional of the Year 
Tony Collins, Columbus Recreation and Parks Department 
 
OPRA Hall of Fame 
John O’Meara, Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks 
 
Governors Award 
To be announced at the 2017 Awards Dinner on January 30, 2018. 


